Staphylococcal protein A adsorption in neoplastic disease: analysis of physicochemical aspects.
Staphylococcus aureus organisms and immobilized Staphylococcal protein A have been used as extracorporeal immunoadsorbents for the treatment of neoplastic disease. In a significant number of cases, a biologic response has been documented. This review analyzes the experimental results to date, correlates experimental design parameters with response to treatment, and discusses possible mechanisms of action. The evidence implicates protein A as the tumoricidal agent, although bacterial or complement components may act independently or synergistically. A more quantitative and fundamental approach is needed to exploit the potential for protein A immunoadsorption in treating neoplastic disease.